Alaska Legislature

celebrates fifty years of shaping the last frontier




AAl aska's
Lyrics by Marie Drake
Eight stars of gold on a field of blue
Alaska's flag. May it mean to you
The blue of the sea, the evening sky,
The mountain lakes, and the flow'rs nearby;
The gold of the early sourdough'’s dreams,
The precious gold of the hills and streams;
The brilliant stars in the northern sky,
The "Bear"- the "Dipper"- and, shining high,
The great North Star with its steady light,
Over land and sea a beacon bright.
Alaska's flag- to Alaskans dear,
The simple flag of a last frontier.
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A 50th anniversary banner hangs in front of the Capitol

hundreds of residents have

he Alaska Legislature first stepped up to serve and have col-
met in Juneau as a Territorial lectively spent countless hours
Legislature in 1913. Their first meeting, discussing, debating
act as a Territorial Legislature and collaborating to ensure a
was the passage of a bill givingright future for all Alaskans.
Alaskan women the rightto  The issues the Legislature has
votean act that passed unani- focused on have been as complex
mously. That act set a precedeand diverse as Alaskans them-
of nononsense policy making selves, and often require innova-
that Alaskans have come to extive solutions. Despite varying
pect from their Capitol. Forty political views, Alaskan sena-
six years later, in 1959, the Staiars and representatives have
House of Representatives andendeavored to carry on the tra-
Senate gaveled in for the first dition of inclusion that was es-
ti me as Al as k atdbkshe®$odohgeagoL e gi sl a
ture. In the last fifty years,
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Alaska statehood advocates celebrating

19591969

Athe birth of a St ai
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January 3, 1959, is aday seven rows of seven stars each.
t hat Al askans wbdlowdhatstatehood halor g e
President Dwight Eisenhower, been achieved, Alaskan politi-
with Senators Ernest Grueningcians faced the difficult task of
and Bob Bartlett at his side, not only formally organizing
signed the Alaska Statehood the branches of government and
Proclamation Act. After being aestablishing state laws, but do-
territory of the United States ing all of this with a limited
for nearly a century, Alaska  budget. Fortunately, future Gov-
became _____ __ ernor Jay Hammond and his

the 49th —— contemporaries were up to
state to .~ 'the task, and the first

join the wBe Alaska Legislature passed a
Union. Swntt | great deal of significant leg-
That A islation that has become the
day, the % framework of Alaska law.

new American flag featured In the first Alaska Legislature,
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187 bills were passed, such asdone since the days of the sour-

Senate Bill 70, which outlined doughs, Alaskans endured the

the very organization of the  hardships and emerged stronger

Legislature. The foundations than ever.
for our educational system, On March 12, 1968, Alaska
banking and fishing industries, changed forever. On that day,
prisons, transportation manag
ment policy and a myriad of
other issues had to be solved
those first years of statehood. j. "
The creation of the Alaska Maj
rine Highway System in 1963
a prime example of early legiskg
lation that continues to serve g
Alaskans every day.
Maj or ¢ hange atlamieRicafield Companym -
ited to the Capitol. The people and Exxon discovered the larg-
of Alaska had their fair share est oil field in North America at
of catastrophic events. The 19®%4r ud hoe Bay on
earthquake in Anchorage, comSlope, which they estimated
monly Kknown a scontamed amieguivalent of ten
Al askao or i Gobdlidn b&mels a a@udeoil thes -

Al

mains the most powerful seis- estimate would later prove to be

mic events in the history of  rather low). A year later the

North America. Just three yearkand sale at Prudhoe Bay added

later, Fairbanks and the $900 million dollars to the
Tanana Valley suffered aterri-St at e6s cof fer
ble flood, causmg millions of after that, the Trans Alaska

} Pipeline was complete. The
~Legislatureos

troleum industry from the be-
ginning proved to be a wise

course of action as it has pro-
vided well for Alaska over the

dollars in damage and plungingt other Alaska oilfields have
Fairbanksone of Al areakedjdbs forhousands of
populated citiesinder water.  Alaskans and provided funding
Not surprisingly, asthey have f or many of Al
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years. The discovery at Prudhoe
Bay and subsequent discoveries
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developments, and services. *ox ok
Many consider oil to be not only

one of the most important dis- In 1960:
coveries in Alaska history, but
one of the most important in the
history of the United States.

One of the most pivotal (and [—[ .sus ‘Yw’ﬂ[ IN mw

contentious) issues that Alas ‘
kans faced in the 1960s was the ===
controversy surrounding Alaska

H

\nrhangr a 1:[9 Times

Native land rights. It was in
1966 that U.S. Interior Secre-
tary Stewart Udall imposed the e Unrt w48 g FTOR 3055
iland freezeo =-._: ,.M-ﬁ_ m:h we nd
serve Native Alaskan land. In
1968, Alaska Governor Walter Crude oil cost $3.00 a barrel
Hickel formed the Alaska
Lands Claims Task Force whichOperating Budget: $38.5 Mil.
proposed a land settlement of 40
million acres for Alaska Na- State Population: 226,176
tives. These two events were in-
tegral to the federal passage of
the Alaska Native Claims Set-
tlement Act in 1971.

In ten short years, Alaska
established itself as not only a
state rich in natural resources,
but a state that embraced its
cultural identity and bred a
unique sense of brotherhood State Seal
that makes Alaskans proud to
be the 49th star on the Ameri-
can Flag.
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1867 United States purchases Alaska from

Russia for $7.2 Million

1913,? First Territorial Legislature convenes

1955 Constitutional Convention convenes in

Fairbanks

195§Alaska becomes the 49th state

1963

1964

1967

1968

1969

Creation of Alaska Marine Highway

The AGood Friday Ea
southcentral Alaska, devastating
Anchorage and surrounding areas

Tanana Valley Flood

Discovery of oil at Prudhoe Bay

North Slope oil lease sale
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A moose under the pipeline in the Brooks Range

197601979
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AOi |l shapes Al askaos

The 1970s were a time of and one billion dollars to the
construction, expansion, pro- newly-established Regional Na-
duction, and progress for tive Corporations. In all, the
Alaska. In an era of active ANCSA resulted in over 140
growth and learning, Alaska million acres of land ownership
settled further into statehood. changes, an area greater than
More importantly, the 1970s =
saw key legislation that has
helped establish what makes
Alaska so unique. The 1970s g
also brought major changes tq
Alaska government.

In 1971, President Nixon
signed the Alaska Native Clair
Settlement Act (ANCSA) into
federal law. This act provided the states of California and New
nearly 44 million acres of land York combined. The ANCSA
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was not only the largestland st i t uti on, stat e
claims settlement in the historysive right or special privilege of
of Alaska, but the largest in theishery shall be created or au-
history of the United States. thorized in the natural waters

In what would eventually of t he State. o
prove to be one of the most po- In 1975, rural Alaskans be-
litically significant periods in  came more connected to the
Alaskan history, a number of
constitutional amendments
passed that helped to make t
Alaska Constitution as strong
it is today. This decade saw 1
constitutional amendments,
more than any other decade i
Al askads hi st g
amendments to
tution prohibited sexual dis-
crimination, established clear i | o-&v&@® wi t h RAT Ne
residency and voting require- predecessor to the more well
ments for all Alaskans, and, orknown Alaska Rural Communi-
August 22, Alaska became thecations Service or ARCS). This
ninth state to include a right to public telecommunications net-
privacy in their state constitu- work brought mainstream tele-
tion. 1972 also saw the begin- vision programming to many
ning of the Molly Hootch class rural Alaska communities and
action lawsuit against the Statenow delivers satellite television
of Alaska, which eventually ledto over 200 communities. The
to the construction of high satellite network not only pro-
schools in many Alaska villagesided Alaskans a mix of news,
helping to increase the graduaentertainment and sports, but
tion rate in many rural areas. was also an essential tool link-

Throughout the 1970s ing schools and hospitals
Alaska continued to develop itgshroughout the state. In an ef-
major industries. In 1972, the fort to increase constituent con-
Right of Way Leasing Act was tact with their Legislators, in
passed, an integral step in the 1978, the Legislature created
construction of the Trans regional Legislative Informa-
Alaska Pipeline. Just one yeartion Offices. These offices pro-
later, The Limited Entry Fish- vide a venue for Alaskans to
eries Program of 1973, the 13tpatrticipate directly in state gov-
amendment to the Alaska Conernment. There are currently 21
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Legislative Information Offices  In 1976, with the pipeline
throughout the state. nearing completion, the people

The Trans Alaska Pipeline of Alaska, with support of the
System (TAPS) is perhaps the Legislature, voted to authorize
most significant development ithe Permanent Fund and Con-
Alaska history. Construction stitutional Budget Reserve. This
began in 1975 and was com- amendment paved the way for
pleted just two years later. Be-annual dividend payments to all
fore the first barrel of oil passeeligible Alaskans starting with
through the pipeline, Alaska the first dividend of $1,000 in
was already reaping the eco- 1982. To date more than $16
nomic benefits of its construc- billion dollars have been paid to
tion, due to the influx of peopleAlaska residents as part of the
and the number of jobs created?ermanent Fund Dividend, and
it all began with the Trans
Alaska Pipeline.

Overall, the 1970s were a
time when Alaska was able to
forge lasting economic and po-
litical ties with the Federal
Government, yet maintain its
own unique character.

At the height of construction, * kK

21,000 people were employed by

five different contractors. The

800 miles of pipeline that now In 1970:

moves oil from the North Slope '

to Valdez is an incredible struc- Crude oil cost $3.39 a barrel

ture in itself, spanning three ] .
mountain ranges and crossing Operating Budget: $193 Million
more than 800 rivers and .

streams. Since the first tanker ~ State Population: 300,382
left the port in Valdez on Au-

gust 1, 1977, over 19,500 oil

tankers have been loaded at this

port. Far more than ever ex-

pected, over 15 billion barrels of

oil have passed through the

pipeline, providing funding for

much of the Statebés government
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1971,

1972

1973

1975

1976

1977

Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
(ANCSA) signed into law

Alaskan voters approve constitutional
amendments prohibiting sexual dis-
crimination & guaranteeing a right to
privacy.

Right of Way Leasing (ROW) Act
passes

Molly Hootch lawsuit begins

The ROW Leasing Act amended to in-
clude local hire provisions

Limited-Entry Fisheries Program be-
comes law

Trans Alaska Pipeline System (TAPS)
construction begins

Rural Alaska Television Network
(RATnet) begins operation

Alaska voters amend constitution, creat-
ing the Alaska Permanent Fund

Amerada Hess (Alaska North Slope
Royalty) case begins

Bristol Bay fishing disaster

TAPS completed
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A commercial fishing boat brings in salmon

19801989
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Aresource management t ahk

By 1980, Alaska had firmly OPEC. Fisheries also played a
established itself as a strong strong roll in the Alaska econ-
economic force and embracedaisiy and the early part of the
cultural identity. A flourishing
petroleum industry had becorr
the stateds prjeg:
revenue, and the establishme :
of the Permanent Fund divi-
dend in 1980 directly benefitte® =
Alaskan residents. Throughou=-+ -
the early 1980s, these boomin—
economic trends continued. By
1982, oil prices had reached ¢
a barrel resulting in state reve-
nues that peaked atoverfour decade was bri ght
billion dollars, eventually lead- commercial crabbers who
ing to a cap on oil prices by  braved treacherous waters in
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search of the worlamous of land in Alaska, creating ten
Alaska King Crab. new national parks and estab-
Resource management defiishing many environmental
nitely took center stage, but thend developmental regulations
1980s were more than just oil on these federal lands. To this
guotas and crab boats. The puday, this area continues to be a
chase of the Alaska Railroad major source of debate within
for $22.3 million from the fed- the United States Congress as
eral government was a land- lawmakers dispute the balance
mark event for the state. Todaygetween preservation and re-
the railroad mainline stretches sponsible development.
over 470 miles, connecting many The late 1980s also saw
rural Alaskans withnotonly many changes to
the rest of the state, but with thestice system. The1and 168'
lower 48 via the Port of Whit- Alaska Legislatures tackled tort
tier, where passengers can saiteform in what has become a
to Harbor Island in Seattle.  recurring political debate. In
Combined with the Alaska Ma-1986, the Alaska Legislature
passed the Limitations on Civil
Liability Act which placed
many statutory limits on spe-
» cific damages. This was the first
major tort reform since medical
malpractice reforms in 1976.
Unfortunately, Alaska was
not immune to the recession of
the 1980s and many of these ma-
jor industries faltered by the
rine Highway System and con-middle of the decad&he fish-
tinuing expansion of Alaska ing and crabbing industry sud-
Airlines, Alaskans now had a denly slowed to a crawl. More
variety of options for interstate significantly, the price of oil
and international travel. plummeted to under $10 a bar-
At the federal level, the rel by 1986 and the State of
most significant land conserva-Alaskanow dependent on oil
tion act in United States historyfor a majority of its revenue
was signed by President Cartefaced a critical period of fiscal
on December 2, 1980. The  uncertainty Alaskans saw an
Alaska National Interest Landsenormous drop in the value of
Conservation Act (ANILCA) the Permanent Fund as a result
protected over 100 million acresf the plunge in crude oil prices.
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The Exxon Valdez oil spill through the highs and lows of
in 1989, perhaps the most wellthe decade.
known oil spill in the history of

the United States, is remem- * k%
bered by many as one of the
greatest environmental disasters In 1980:

Crude oil cost $37.42 a barrel
Operating budget: $1.3 Billion

State Population: 401,851

Joe May won the Iditarod in 14
days, 7 hours, and 11 minutes.

in history.
Still, amid the economic
downturn, the environmental
tragedies, and jurisdictional State Flower: Forge¥le-Not

struggles with the federal gov-
ernment, Alaskans persevered.
Oil prices rebounded, tension
from political controversies sub-
sided and Alaska finished the
decade stronger than it had en-
tered. The 1980s were a time of
significant ups and downs for
Alaska; it was a decade that State Bird: Willow Ptarmigan
strengthened the state economi-

cally and unified it through the
development and passage of
mentous federal and state leg
lation. It was a time when Alag
kans became more connected
through air, sea, railroad, pipe
lines and crab legs. The peop
of this state stood together
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198(Q, Personal Income Tax repealed

1983

1985

1986

1986

1989

Permanent Fund Dividend established

AK National Interest Lands Conserva-
tion Act (ANILCA) passes

Alaskans begin using the Alaska Time
Zone

State purchases Alaska Railroad from
the federal government

Alaska Legislature passes the Limita-
tions on Civil Liability Act

Price of oil drops below $10 a barrel

Exxon Valdez strikes Bligh Reef, spill-
ing nearly 11 million gallons of crude
oil into Prince William Sound

L 4
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Fish drying for winter use

19961999

ienergy [ ssues affect
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Alaska underwent many  sistence, and a number fishing
significant changes during the and mining jurisdictional is-
1990s. Many of the legislative sues. While the petroleum in-
programs that were put in placéustry continued to provide the
in the 0680s c osmt buldgetevth ah angomg ma
jor topics of discussion up untilsource of stable revenue, the
the new millennium: tort re-  mining industry had once again
form, the longevity bonus, sub-become a significant player in
the Alaska economy. As federal
and international economic ties
were strengthening, issues of
land ownership and subsistence
quickly became important in
the early 690s.

In 1990, The Federal Sub-
sistence Board took control of
subsistence issues on federal

&
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lands. Within the same year, As many of these environ-
the Tongass Timber Reform Achental decisions were being
(TTRA) was signed by Presi- made in Alaska and Washing-
dent George H.W. Bush, pro ton D.C. , questions regarding
subsistence policy were arising;
Alaska lawmakers pressed on to
find solutions for the complex
problems of a state entering the
global era while also working to
preserve this important Alaskan
lifestyle.

The 1990s were not just
i about relations between Alaska
tecting more than a million and the federal government.
acres of Tongass wildlife. Manyhe Legislature tackled many
Alaskans remember the early domestic educational, judicial
part of the decade for its intensend energy issues. They also
environmental debate betweenvoted to require a high school
Alaska and the federal govern-graduation qualifying exam and
ment. the Board of Education put
Further environmental pol- forth standards for reading,

icy changes continued to domiwriting and mathematics. More-
nate the political atmosphere. over, many of the rural school
Amendments to the Alaska Nadistricts underwent considerable
tive Claims Settlement Act be-reform thanks, in large part, to
gan to take effect, federal courthe landmark 1999 Kasayulie
considered compensation for the. State of Alaska case. The tort
Exxon Valdez oil spill, fishing reform ofthelated 8 0 s con't
jurisdictions were debated; and
the U.S. Department of Energ
began backing environmentall
friendly energy sources with th
Healy Clean Coal Project in
1995. In what continues to be §
concern for Alaskans and
Americans to this day, Congres
closed the Arctic National
Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to oil
development. This decision anded, with a number of amend-
its ramifications are stillhotly ment s t o Al askao:
debated. Procedure throughout the dec-
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ade. Like many states during * ok ox
the 690s, Alaska Legislators
worked to foster the develop- In 1990:
ment of alternative forms of en-
ergy, and the benefits of this ~ Crude oil cost $23.19 a barrel
foresight are evident today. The _ .
Kotzebue Electric Association Operating budget: $2.7 Billion
became the first Alaska utility _
to use wind power in 1997, and  State population: 550,043
many Alaskans now heat their
homes with energy from renew-
able sources. Many of these ~ Susan Butcher Manley won
early energy decisions have hathe Iditarod in 11 days, 1 hour,
an enormous impact on recent and 53 minutes.
energy developments within
Alaska.

As Alaskans looked toward
the new millennium, they knew
that Alaska would play a criti-

c al role in our nationds futur

energy needs.

State Tree: Sitka Spruce
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1990, Federal Subsistence Board takes control

1991

1992

1994

1995

1998

1999

of subsistence issues within federal
lands

Tongass Timber Reform Act signed
President George H.W. Bush

Congress closes ANWR to ol
development

ANCSA is amended

Fisherman in Bristol Bay strike over
low salmon prices

Spurr Volcano erupts three times,
covering Anchorage in ash

by

Anchorage Times prints its last issue

Alaskan Tommy Moe wins Olympic
Gold in downhill ski competition

Healy Clean Coal Project is launched

for more than $260 million

Engli sh becomes
language
Kasayulie vs. State of Alaska trial

Al a:

L 4

16

L 4



Representative Coghill addresses the 2009 House of Representative:

20062009

AAl aska | ooks toward the fu

L 4

The new millennium will be
remembered by many Alaska
for its milestone legislation.
The turn of the century was nc
only a time when Alaska
Legislators worked to develop
new industry, but a time when
lawmakers revisited past
legislation to ensure it still fit
Alaska. Teamwork and Legislature during the Knowles
bipartisanship were essential a8dministration (1998, HB 393),
lawmakers strived to improve SGDA was amended in 2003
life in the 49" state. (HB 16), modifying it to

One of the landmark piecesmaximize its benefit to all
of legislation was the StrandedAlaskans and ensuring
Gas Development Act. appropriate development of the
Originally passed by the®0 st at eds preci ous
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resources. However, the years, the executive and
Stranded Gas Development Adegislative branches worked
was not the only major ) -
piece of legislation that o = -
was revisited. S ey

The PFD, a topic of g '
discussion since its
creation in 1976, was t
focus of intense debate
in 2000 when the Alask
Permanent Fund
Corporation proposed & .
new Percent of Market Value together to improve the
(POMV) approachtothe PFD.per f or mance of Al
Although the proposal, which structure.
would have limited the A major focus of the
Legisl atur eds Legsktaere inthedast several
appropriate more than 5% of theears has been the cost of energy
annual value of the Permanentin Alaska. The Legislature has
Fund, failed to pass the reached out to rural
Legislature, it represented onecommunities to assess their
of the many examples of the needs and find suitable
Alaska Legislature working to solutions for the unique
determine the best course for problems facing rural Alaska.
Alaska. Continuing the development of

Just within the last few natural resources in Alaska
through a natural gas pipeline
has garnered international
attention, with the Legislature
working with local, tribal, state
and national governments to
provide Alaska and the U.S.
with a continuing source of

energy.
The first ten years of the
new millennium wi

remembered for what happened
in the State Capitol. Recently,
Alaska Legislators have taken
time to connect personally with
their constituents by conducting

&
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legislative meetings from
Dillingham to Ruby, Ketchikan
to Kotzebue. The Alaska oo
Legislature will continue to
work hard for Alaska and to
ensure that the people of this
state are provided every In 2000:
opportunity to stay connected
and informed.

If the first fifty years of

Alaska statehood are any
indication of what is to come,  Operating budget: $4.0 billion
then Alaskans have much to be

excited about in the next fifty. State Population: 626,931
Alaska proudly celebrates its
fiftieth anniversary as a state
that has not only come a long
way in establishing itself as an
international resource provider
and leader in resource
management and development,
but also as a state that honors
its traditional roots and

cultural legacy. Now, as
Alaskans join together and look
to the future, there is little
doubt that by the time Alaska
celebrates its centennial in 205¢
the state will have undergone
many changes; however the
legacy and values of our
founders will not be forgotten.

Crude oil cost $27.39 a barrel

Doug Swingley won the
Iditarod in 9 days, 58 minutes
and 6 seconds.

State Quarter
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200Q, APFC proposal for POMV approach to

2002

2003

2006

2007

2009

PFD fails to pass the Alaska
Legislature

United States begins work on missile
defense installation at Fort Greely

Landmark amendments to the Stranded
Gas Development Act

Alaska Population hits 650,000

Alaska State Legislature creates Senate
Bipartisan Coalition

Lance Mackey becomes first musher to
win both Yukon Quest and Iditarod in
the same year

The State of Alaska turns 50
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1st Legislature

L
™
By ]

i

F w

“ﬁmwmx i
1

21




2nd Legislature
2nd Alasko State Legislature
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Then & Now
Alaska State Capitol
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Then & Now

Juneau High School / Terry Miller Legislative Office
Building
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Then & Now

Capitol Construction
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